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they will forbid it to set sail, and live awhile upon the
credit of treasure which all Europe knows to be safe ; and
which, if our obstinacy should continue till they1 can no
longer be without it, will be conveyed to them with secrecy
and security, by our natural enemies the French, or by the
Dutch our natural allies.

But the whole continent of Spanish America will lie
open to invasion; we shall have nothing to do but march
into these wealthy regions, and make their present masters
confess, that they were always ours by ancient right. We
shall throw brass and iron out of our houses, and nothing
but silver will be seen among us.

All this is very desirable, but it is not certain that it can
be easily attained. Large tracts of America were added,
by the last war, to the British dominions; but, if the faction
credit their own Apollo, they were conquered in Germany.
They, at best, are only the barren parts of the continent, the
refuse of the earlier adventurers, which the French, who
came last, had taken only as better than nothing.

Against the Spanish dominions we have never, hitherto,
been able to do much. A few privateers have grown rich
at their expense, but no scheme of conquest has yet been
successful. They are defended, not by walls mounted with
cannons, which by cannons may be battered, but by the
storms of the deep, and the vapours of the land, by the
flames of calenture and blasts of pestilence.

In the reign of .Elizabeth, the favourite period of Eng-
lish greatness, no enterprises against America had any
other consequence than that of extending English naviga-
tion. Here Cavendish perished, after all his hazards; and
here Drake arid Hawkins, great as they were in know-
ledge and in fame, having promised honour to themselves,
and dominion to the country, sunk by desperation and
misery in dishonourable graves.

During the protectorship of Cromwell, a time of which
the patriotick tribes still more ardently desire the return,
the Spanish dominions were again attempted; but here,
and only here, the fortune of Cromwell made a pause.